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ceed to examine as to how far the present distribution of the
productive power is correlated to regional demand for cloth.

The assessment of regional demand for Indian mill cloth
is rather a difficult task in so far as the demand for such cloth
is not uniform throughout the whole of India. Per capita
consumption of imported cloth may be greater in urban areas
than in rural areas, where a fair proportion of cloth require-
ments may be met by hand-loom products. The proportion
of urban population varies from province to province, ranging
from 2,7 per cent in Assam to 26.0 per cent in Bombay. In
the province of Assam where the urban population is so in-
significant, practically every rural home possesses a loom of
its own to produce at least a part of its own requirements and
practically every housewife knows the art of spinning and
weaving. The consumption of mill cloth in such, regions will
naturally be much less than the average. In the provinces
of Madras, Punjab, Bombay, Bengal, U.P., M.P., Bihar and
Orissa the hand-loom industry is of considerable importance
and may be responsible for satisfying a fair share of the local
demand. But in spite of these difficulties it is possible to
have some rough estimates of regional demand to serve our
purpose.

The pre-war normal total demand for all types of cotton
textiles for the whole of India could be placed between 62,000
and 64,000 lakh yards, of which from 42,000 to 44,000 lakh
yards were provided by the Indian mills and nearly 6,000 to
7,000 lakh yards were imported. The remaining 13,000 or
14,000 lakh yards were supposed to be the contribution of the
hand-loom industry.3 Thus the Indian mill industry provided
nearly 68 per cent of the total demand. The distribution of
the Indian mill-made cloth in different regions of India, along
with regional production may be estimated as follows:

, 3 The Tariff Board (1927) estimated the hand-loom production at
13,720 lakh yards (Vol. I, p. 156), while the Special Tariff Board (1936)
estimated this production at 14,260 lakh yards. (Report, p. 101).